
Antonio Truyols is an internationally acclaimed pianist and composer and among the most compelling 
musicians of his generation. Born in the suburbs of Washington D.C. of Spanish, Peruvian, and Puerto Rican 
heritage, he began playing the piano at the age of five. As a child he was surrounded by a variety of musical 
influences: his mother being a blues singer and an opera lover, and his father being an amateur percussionist 
of Peruvian folkloric music. A Spanish grandmother instilled a strong love for Spanish culture and a Puerto 
Rican grandfather contributed Afro-Cuban music leading Truyols to Flamenco and Salsa dance and in his 
teens a short competitive dance career in Peruvian folkloric dance. 

Truyols studied classical piano with Carolyn Booth and jazz in the clubs of U street in Washington. As a 
member of the Capital Focus Jazz Band, he has been well received at the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee in 
California and the Ascona Traditional Jazz Festival in Switzerland among other esteemed venues. He 
attended the University of North Carolina at Greensboro in jazz studies and piano performance under the 
tutelage of John Salmon, Chad Eby, and Steve Haines. Truyols has written extensively for the jazz big band, 
performing and recording with Joel Frahm, Seamus Blake, Lee Konitz, John Ellis, Peter Bernstein, and 
Donny McCaslin. 

Unit Three, the piano trio founded and led in 2008 by Truyols in was invited to compete in the Bucharest 
International Jazz Competition in Romania and earned the prize of Best Band. The trio has grown to be the 
flagship of his endeavors continually demonstrating virtuosity and diverse programming catering masterfully 
to the global music landscape. The album Alive! featuring Truyols’ compositions features Unit Three and 
includes new works in the classical, jazz, spoken word, and pop genres. Soul Encounters: Flamenco Meets 
Jazz, a fusion project in collaboration with the Washington D.C. based Furia Flamenca dance company was 
lauded at the Atlas, Alden, and Harman Theaters. In 2014, Unit Three toured mainland China and Inner 
Mongolia performing the American and Chinese songbook, adapting traditional Chinese melodies to the jazz 
language and collaborating with Mongolian singer Na-Ren Tu-Ya and Turkish violist Gizem Yücel. 

Truyols has made repeat appearances at the French Embassy in Washington D.C. with the Imaginary Friends 
Ensemble, a chamber ensemble of which he is a co-founder, consisting of piano, clarinet, and features guests 
on viola and the Irish uilleann pipes. IFE extensively toured U.S. universities giving recitals and lecture 
recitals regarding the preservation of American sheet music and was the first to perform and record Ralph 
Hermann’s Concerto for Clarinet on the album Preservation. 

As a soloist, Truyols has toured China and Mongolia including a residency at the Tianjin Grand Theater as 
the debut jazz performance in Tianjin. He has given master classes on improvisation in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Europe, and the United Stated. He makes regular appearances in Santiago de Compostela, Spain performing 
Spanish classical music. Truyols served as pianist and vocal coach in the French Art Song Festival in 
Bergerac, France and was a finalist in the Nottingham International Jazz Piano Competition. 

Truyols also composes concert music and for film and multimedia. His composition and arranging work has 
garnered him a Downbeat award for best jazz arrangement and a place in the finals of the Biennial Maurice 
Gardner Composition Competition sponsored by The American Viola Society. He lives in New York City 
where he continues to pursue projects that focus on world culture and social good. You can listen and watch 
Antonio at his website Truyolsmusic.com or at his YouTube channel: Antonio Truyols. 

	


